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cottage kitchens GOOD TO 
GATHER

P H OTO G R A P H Y  B Y  K I P  D AW K I N S

• Designer: Kelley Proxmire
• Location: Chevy Chase, MD
• Design Highlight: Green vinyl fabric seating 
cushions, China Seas “Abaco Stripe,” serve as 
a fun and functional pop of color.
Tip:“Consider who will be sitting in this 
space, such as small children, teenagers, 
or adults. The size of the table should be in 
proportion to the banquette.”

What do you get when a large family needs 
a functional eating space in an old home? 
A total gut and renovation that keeps 
the character of the original design intact 
while allowing for needed updates. In this 
case, designer Kelley Proxmire utilized the 
versatility of a banquette to meet the design 
goals of her clients. “This family has five 
children and is a very active household; 
seating flexibility was a must,” she says. 
“The banquette was designed without arms 
for to easily slip in and out of the space.” 

SMART STORAGE
P H OTO G R A P H Y  B Y  S TA C Y  Z A R I N  G O L D B E R G

OLD WORLD,  
NEW KITCHEN

P H OTO G R A P H Y  B Y  K I P  D AW K I N S

• Designers: Sara Swabb, Storie Collective &  
Tanya Smith-Shiflett, Unique Kitchens & Baths 
(cabinetry)
• Location: Oakton, Virginia
• Design Highlight: Two windows bring natural light 
into the cozy nook.
Tip: “If you need storage, be sure to add drawers or 
a lift-top; if you are looking to curl up, go for a fully 
upholstered option."

Total renovations are sometimes necessary to get 
the exact look and functionality you want in your 
home. In this kitchen, the homeowners opted for a 
complete redo, including replacing existing flooring 
and cabinetry, and adding in a banquette. “The client 
wanted a cozy spot for their family for breakfasts 
and dinners -- a space outside of the formal dining 
room, and alongside the beautiful  forest landscape 
of their backyard,” designer Sara Swabb says. “Our 
vision for this space was to incorporate Old World 
handmade elements and the European lifestyle that 
our clients adopted during their time living abroad.” 

GOING 
CUSTOM

P H OTO G R A P H Y  B Y  G R E G  P O W E R S

• Designer: Tracy Morris
• Location: Great Falls, Virginia
• Design Highlight: “We created a ‘split’ bench as the 
outer seating. The pieces are on wheels and can be 
‘opened’ to accommodate guests.”
Tip: "Banquettes are permanent, so make sure you 
want to keep a long seating area in that space. If you 
have any doubt that the space may change, standard 
chairs may be a better fit for you. If you have lots of 
family members and need an additional homework or 
reading spot, a banquette may be the perfect fit!"

Choosing to customize when building a new home is 
a terrific way to get the design exactly as you want 
for your family’s needs. When the homeowners of 
this elegant Virginia home reached out to Tracy 
Morris for design help, they had already lived in 
several homes and decided they did not want or 
need a dining room. “We created a ‘Hearth’ room 
with a fireplace and seating for twelve,” Tracy says. 
“This allows the homeowners to sit at the table daily. 
When a larger group needs seating, they could easily 
fill in the banquette.” There is a storage cabinet next 
to the space to provide functionality. “The cabinet 
faces the table and allows our clients to access dishes, 
placemats and other items to ease serving,” she says.

• Design team: Case Architects and Remodelers 
– Michael O’Hearn (Project Developer), Melissa 
Wood (Designer), Elizabeth Shepard (Architect), 
Neil Martin (Project Manager)
• Location: Silver Spring, MD
• Design Highlight: Extra deep cabinets allow 
for extra storage space.
Tip: “When adding in a banquette, adding 
storage within the bench itself is ideal.”

The homeowners of this traditional colonial 
home wanted a more casual space for eating 
that was functional but also matched their 
style. “The clients really just wanted to have 
a space that was well designed and inviting 
for entertainment purposes, but also wanted 
thoughtful touches added throughout, such 
as glass cabinetry to display their fine china,” 
designer Melissa Wood says. “We decided on 
drawer storage for this particular banquette 
due to the fact that we knew the clients 
wanted to purchase custom pillows and 
cushions to go on top; therefore, with drawer 
storage, obviously there is no need to remove 
all of the pillows, cushions, etc., in order to 
access the storage.” Seating flexibility was a 
must,” she says. “The banquette was designed 
without arms to easily slip in and out of the 
space.” 
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