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With every season comes a desire to refresh one’s space and pare

down belongings that feel past their prime. “Most of us, when

furnishing our �rst apartment, �nd ourselves with an assortment of

family hand-me-downs and cheap pieces,” designer Kira Obermeier

re�ects. “When we're a little older and have saved up to �nally

decorate our home the way we’d like, it's easy to think about tossing

everything and beginning with a fresh slate.” 

But, before parting with a piece of furniture or décor for good, it’s

worthwhile to spend some time evaluating its versatility and future

potential, among other factors. Of course, it’s always tempting to pass

Arbor & Co.

https://www.mydomaine.com/sarah-lyon-5115571
https://www.mydomaine.com/easy-fall-home-updates-5083630
https://www.kiradaviddesign.com/
http://arborand.co/alberta-arts


over well-loved pieces in favor of something brand new, but you’ll

never want to regret letting an item go prematurely. 

We spoke with top designers to gather their insight on what to

consider before waving goodbye to that old chair, table, or accent

piece.
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Can It be Placed Elsewhere?

“When a piece of furniture or accessory is on the chopping block, I

have a checklist I implement �rst. Could the piece live in another

room? Might the item function differently? Does it bring you joy?

Oftentimes, moving an item from one room to another can breathe

new life into the room and make you fall in love with it all over again.

Perhaps a small chest of drawers can become a nightstand, or a

smaller rug from one room can be layered on top of a larger rug in

another. If the art, accessory, or furniture sparks joy, you will �nd the

use for it. After trying all three items on my list, I feel comfortable

parting ways with the piece and trust that someone else will put it to

good use.” — Meg McSherry 
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Can the Piece be Revived?
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“Sometimes, you can work miracles reviving a piece that seems like a

goner. Wood tones can be altered, a new marble top can be added,

drawers can be rehabilitated, and you can fall in love again. Be honest

with yourself regarding the cost and time involved in a rescue

mission. And comfort is vital. If a sofa or chair isn't comfortable, give

yourself permission to replace it.” —Courtney Bates 

“Before you drag grandma’s coffee table to the curb, consider whether

it could work in your new scheme. Repurposing furniture can be an

affordable and environmentally friendly option when considering

pieces for your home. Consider re�nishing or painting a piece to give

it new life.” —Kira Obermeier
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Is It Too Costly to Alter?

“When debating on replacing versus refreshing a piece of furniture, it

is good to do a little research. For example, if something needs to be

reupholstered or re-stained, compare what the cost would be to

getting a new piece. The cost to refurbish some pieces is often more

than people expect, so it’s good to compare both options.” —Tracy

Morris
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Is There Sentimental Value or a Unique
Element?



“Vintage, imported, and handmade things are deserving of careful

consideration. One of my projects featured a craftsman bed that my

client’s grandfather built by hand. It worked beautifully in their guest

house, adding an interesting contrast to their more modern choices.”

—Courtney Bates 

“I once gave away a pair of antique lamps and I always regretted it. I

always recommend holding on to vintage, antique, or one-of-a-kind

pieces. These are pieces that you likely won’t come across again and

often have great stories attached to them. The same goes for
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sentimental pieces, those more meaningful pieces are always great to

have a spot for in your home.” —Tracy Morris


