Michael Ciuffardi, Executive Chef of Inca

Theq »
Social in Arlington, keeps his 5-month-old
son close by in the restaurant.
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PHOTO BY GREG POWERS
Interior designer Tracy Morris uses a gray tweed wallcovering

in the dining room of her McLean home to create a
sophisticated atmosphere.

IMA BY ACYAR] OLERG

AND ANNIE ELLIOTT
Designer Annie Elliott covers the
floor of her office with an Orien-
tal rug, which offers a variety of
options for pairing with colors in
other parts of the room.

Inside the Home of an
Interior Designer

Local tastemakers
offer a glimpse of
their personal style.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

nterior designers spend their days helping clients

create beautiful aesthetics without compromis-

ing functionality. =~ Whether deciding to paint a

living room azure or cerulean or top a counter
with Soapstone or quartzite, the job of a tastemak-
er requires creativity and ingenuity. Now, a few local
designers allow cameras into their own home for a
glimpse of their personal style.

Those who enter the Bethesda home of designer
John Wagner of Designs by Wagner, learn quickly that
nothing about it will be subtle. An oversized pink ot-
toman sits in the center of the room. A plush sofa in
a soft beige is positioned in front of a wall that is dot-
ted with more than a dozen family photos, each hung
with soft-pink velvet ribbons.

“I'm a maximalist through and through.” Wagner
said. “I help my clients create spaces that reflect their
taste. You should feel comfortable in your home. It
should be a haven from the outside and it should
make you proud. For me that means vibrant colors
and plush fabrics.”

A variety of colors, textures and patterns can be
found throughout the home of designer Annie Elliott
of Annie Elliott Design. ‘A house filled with shades of
gray just doesn’t make me happy,” she said. “I also
like mixing antiques with modern pieces. In my din-
ing room, for example, we have a 19th-century En-
glish sideboard and Oriental rug paired with leather
chairs...and a glass chandelier from the ‘80s. The mix
takes the edge off of whatever formality people might
associate with classic pieces.”

A powder room is a space where Elliott suggests
that one might experiment.
“I believe that every powder
room should be wallpapered,”
she said. “I have Cole & Son’s
Cabaret in mine, and I encour-
age my clients to be as daring
as possible in their own pow-
der rooms.”

An Oriental rug aficionado, Elliott often recom-
mends this accessory to her clients. “They can be

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

“I'm a maximalist
through and through.”

— John Wagner of Designs by Wagner
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IMAGE BY JENN VERRIER AND ANNIE ELLIOTT
When designing her dining room, Annie Elliott
paired a 19th-century English sideboard with an
Oriental rug with leather chairs and a circa 1980s
glass chandelier.

IMAGE BY ANC[ SECKINGER AND ANNIE ELLIOTT
Annie Elliott says that Oriental rugs can be paired
with traditional or contemporary furniture.

paired with traditional or contemporary furniture,
they give you lots of colors to play with, and they’re
brilliant for hiding dirt, red wine spills, and dog fur,”
she said.

Tracy Morris of Tracy Morris
Design describes the style of
her McLean home as “timeless
with an edge.” She creates the
look using textured wallpaper
in her dining room. “It creates
a great base for the rest of the room,” she said. “We
used...a gray tweed with gold accents. This allowed
the room to be enveloped in sophistication.
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Children’s & Teens’ Connection 2021

During the last weeks of each year, this
newspaper devotes its pages to the creativity of
local students and children. The results are
always remarkable. It is a keepsake edition for
many families. Even readers without children
of that age spend time admiring and chuckling
over the issue. The annual Children's
Connection (including Children’s Gazette and
Children’s Almanac) is a long-time tradition.

With high visibility, this is a great advertising
opportunity for every industry, so give us a call
about rates and ad sizes at 703-778-9431 or email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com.
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To submit art, poetry, essays, creative writing,
opinion pieces, short stories, photography,
photos of sculpture or gardens or other creative
efforts, please email kimm.mary@gmail.com.
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